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Medical  Officer's  Section, 
Health  Department, 

9,  Horsefair, 
Pontefract, 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  fpr  your  information  and 
consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services  of 
the  Urban  District  during  the  year  1952. 

The  Annual  Pieport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  dealing 
with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District,  Housing 
and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies,  is 
complementary  to  this  Report. 

Por  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  servioes  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 

Although  the  medical  Officer  of  Health's  report  is 
essentially  concerned  with  local  conditions,  it  is  perhaps 
timely  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  some  of  the  present 
trends  in  our  Rational  Health.  We  are  steadily  becoming  an 
cider  population,  and  it  is,  therefore,  n«>t  surprising  that  the 
mortality  rates  in  diseases  of  the  older  age  groups  show  a 
tendency  to  increase.  Thus  more  people  are  dying  from  cancer  of 
the  lung,  diseases  of  the  blood  vessels  of  the  brain,  and  from 
other  troubles  of  the  circulation  such  as  coronary  disease  and 
high  blood  pressure. 

On  the  other  ha&d,  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  shown 
a  striking  reduction  of  almost  40  per  cent,  in  four  3rears. 

Diphtheria,  once  a  dreadful  scourge  is  now  numbered 
among  the  rarer  causes  of  death. 


2 


The  decline  in  the  hirth  rate  continues,  hut  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  and  the  neo-natal  and  stillbirth  rates 
are  practically  stationary. 

Investigations  indicate  that  people  are  consulting 
their  doctors  more  frequently  and  that  absence  from  work  due  to 
illness  is  tending  to  increase.  It  is  apparent  that  agricultural 
workers  see  their  doctor  only  rarely,  and  their  incapacity  rate 
is  low.  Workers  in  mining  and  quarrying,  on  the  other  hand  have  a 
comparatively  heavy  sickness  rate  and  consult  their  doctors 
frequently. 

Small-pox  is  now  comparatively  rare  and  a  feeling  of 
false  confidence  regarding  this  disease  exists  in  the  public  mind. 
Vaccination  of  infants  is  not  carried  out  to  the  extent  it  should 
be,  and  I  would  emphasise  that  the  risks  of  complications  following 
vaccination  are  four  times  greater  in  people  of  15  years  or  more 
than  in  infants.  Diphtheria  immunisation  still  goes  on  and  its 
excellent  results  are  maintained.  It  is,  however,  more  important 
than  ever  that  all  children  should  be  immunised  against  diphtheria 
in  infancy,  as  the  rarer  the  disease  becomes  the  less  likely 
is  it  that  the  child  will  acquire  natural  immunity, 

food  Poisoning  remains  disturbingly  frequent.  Many 
outbreaks  are  mild,  however,  and  from  the  health  point  of  view 
the  position  is  less  serious  than  the  figures  would  suggest. 

Even  so,  although  permanent  injury  to  health  is  not  common  and 
the  patient  ma3^  not  even  be  absent  from  work,  the  annual  total 
of  food  poisoning  cases  is  quite  impressive  and  represents  a 
good  deal  of  unpleasantness  which  we  would  be  better  without. 

The  duck  egg  has  been  firmly  incriminated  as  a  spreader  of 
bacterial  food  poisoning  and  it  is  clear  that d uok  eggs  should  not 
be  used  for  the  making  of  omelettes  and  custard  sauces. 


J  J  o , 


They  can  be  used  without  risk  in  cake— mining  and  if  they  are 

\ 

to  be  eaten  boiled,  they  should  be  boiled  for  at  least  10  minutes* 

The  venereal  diseases  appear  tc  be  in  retreat, 
especially  so  far  as  new  infections  are  concerned,,  It  is  likely 
that  the  more  efficient  treatment  now  available  is  the  main 
factor  concerned  here. 

Whooping  cough  vaccination  is  making  progress,  and  with 
the  new  vaccine  now  available  a  good  deal  of  immunisation  has 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  at  County  Council  clinics  ar.d 

elsewhere. 

Poliomyelitis  is  unhappily  still  with  us,  and  much 
work  is  being  done  to  find  a  way  of  dealing  with  this  disease. 

The  rheumatio  group  of  diseases  has  aroused  a  good  deal 
of  interest  recently  as  a  result  of  some  new  drugs  making  their 
appearance.  Their  effect  appears  to  be  most  marked  on  rheumatoid 
arthritis.  At  the  same  time,  quite  apart  from  the  new  drugs 
it  appears  that  rheumatic  fever  itself  is  undergoing  changes 
both  in  its  attack  rate  and  in  the  number  of  deaths  it  causes. 

It  may  well  be  that  these  factors,  together  with  the  new  drugs 
may  combine  to  reduce  greatly  the  number  of  damaged  hearts  which 
so  often  follow  this  disease.  A  recent  survey  on  chronic 
rheumatism  in  ooal— miners  has  shown  that  although  miners  do  not 
in  general  suffer  more  frequently  from  the  rheumatic  diseases, 
they  are  prone  to  develop  them  at  an  earlier  age. 

The  good  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
goes  on,  and  we  are  now  devoting  more  time  to  the  psychological 
preparation  of  the  mother  for  childbirth-  There  is  no  doubt 
that  in  this  particular  sphere  the  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  has  an  important  job  to  do* 

Over  the  past  100  years  a  silent  army  of  sanitarj’- 
workers  has  worked  a  miracle  in  environmental  hygiene. 
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Every  member  of  the  community  has  benefited  from  this  without 
having  had  to  exert  himself  in  the  least,  apart  from  paying 
his  rates.  It  is  increasingly  felt  that  we  have  now  reached  the 
point  where  further  progress  devolves  more  and  more  upon  the 
individual  helping  himself.  Sanitary  engineering  is  approaching 
its  peak  and  further  progress  will  depend  upon  improved  personal 
hygiene. 

One  other  matter  has  received  prominence  during  the 
year.  Whereas  fatal  road  accidents  are  still  all  too  common 
and  usually  obtain  a  good  deal  of  publicity,  it  is  not  generally 
realised  that  domestic  accidents  are  an  even  commoner  cause  of 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  being  killed.  In  children 
who  die  between  the  ages  1—15  years,  the  fatal  home  accident 
is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  their  death.  There  is 
obviously  great  scope  for  preventive  action  and  education  in  the 
home  both  by  health  workers  and  others  to  instruct  the  people 
on  making  their  homes  safe.  Even  more  important  is  the  right 
attitude  of  the  people  themselves  in  this  important  matter. 

I  am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
f-f 

''{'-I--  v 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PAST  QO 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  of  the  District:  2,837  aores 

Population,  mid— year,  Registrar-* General*  s  estimate:  10,130 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1952:  2,999 

Rateable  value:  1952  -  £45,299.  1951  -  £43,608. 

Product  uf  penny  rate:  1952  —  £183  12.  7d.  1951  —  £167  16s  Od, 

These  figures  show  a  jjopiilation  increase  of  157. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1951. 

Live  Births  Male ,  Pemale.  Total. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


94  (93 
4  t  3 

'98  (98) 


72  (89 
3  (  4 

75  (93) 


166  (182) 
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9) 


173  (191) 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population:  17.1  (19.15) 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births:  4.04  (4.71) 


Still  Births. 


Male. 


Pemale. 


Total, 


Legitimate 

T  5) 

5  (5) 

10  (lu) 

Illegitimate 

-  ,-) 

-  W 

-  ( -) 

Total. 

(5) 

:  .5  (5.). 

10  (10) ' 

Rate  per  1,000 

-  -total  (l  and  still 

births):  54. 

6  (49.7) 

Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population: 

.98  * (l.*0) 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Pemale. 

Total. 

All  age  groups 

54  (60) 

33  (49) 

87  (109) 

Infants,  under  1  yr. 

. .Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 


Male. 


5  (3 


Pemal  e. 
2 


Total. 


5) 

-) 


7  (8 


5  (3) 


2  (5) 


7  '(8) 


Maternal  Deaths. 
Death  Rates, 


1  (NIL) 


General  rate  per  1,000  population 
All  infants  per  l,C03live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  NIL  (NIL) 

Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  5.46  (NIL) 


8.6  (10.93) 
40.5  (41.9) 

42.16  (48.4) 
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The  number  of  births  is  18  less  than  last  year  and  the 
birth  rate  has  decreased  from  19*15  to  17,1.  Deaths  have 
decreased  by  22.  There  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year. 
The  infant  mortality  rate  is  40.5. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the 
following  Table. 

TABLE  I. 


Cause  of  Death 

Bemale 

Male 

Total 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis  Other 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatio  neopilasms 

9 

2 

11 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

1 

6 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

5 

4 

9 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

Other  heart  diseases 

8 

10 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Influenza 

1 

% 

1 

Bronchitis 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

5 

3 

8 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

Uephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

» 

1 

Pneumonia 

O 

a. 

2 

4 

*'  •  -  ■  ■■■  ■  —  —  n  ■■  . 

54 

33  | 

-  -i 

87 

Infant  Mortality, 

The  following  Table  gives  causes  of  infant  deaths 
during  1952,  classified  into  age  groups. 

TABLE  II. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Age  Groups 

All  ages 

under  1  yr 

Under 
1  wk. 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks. 

1-3 

mth 

3-6 

mth 

6-9 

mth 

9-12 

Tilths 

M. 

E. 

Tot 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

1 

3 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Birth  Injuries 

1 

1 

1 

In  addition  there  was  one  inward  transfer,  particulars 
of  which  are  unknown. 
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COMPARISON  01  imOIIINGDffY  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST 
RIDING-  URBAN'  DISTRICTS*  THE  WEST  RIDING-  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 
AND  ENGLAND  &  WALDS. . * .  .  -  -  - 


hnott- 

ingley 

Urban 

Distriot 

Aggregate 
West  Rid A, 
ing  Urban 
Districts 

West 

.Riding 

Admin. 

County 

England  &  .  1 
Wales  (pro 
visional 
figures) 

BIRTH  RAIS 
(per  1,000  estimated 
population ) 

17.1 

15.3 

15.4 

15.3 

DEATH  RAIS 
(per  1,000  estimated 
population ) 

All  Causes 

8*6 

12.1 

11.5 

11.3 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis. 
excl.  Tub.  but  in cl, 

Sypli.  and  other  V.D, 

NIL 

... 

0.07 

. 

0.07 

* 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

0.39 

0.17 

0.16 

C.  21 

Tuberculosis 

Other 

0.10 

0.03 

C.03 

0.03 

luberculo sis 

All  Forms 

0.49 

... 

0.20 

0.19 

0.24 

Canoer 

1.78 

2.02 

1.92 

1.99 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  nervous  system 

0.59 

1.88 

1.74 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

3.26 

• 

o\ 

o> 

_ j 

4.35 

Respiratory  Diseases 

0.59 

1.21 

1.15 

* 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

5.46 

0.88 

0.80 

0.72 

....  * 

Infant  Mortality 

40.5 

30.1 

30.0 

27.6 

. 

Still  Births 
(per  1,000  live  and 
still  births) 

_ 

54.6 

25.1 

24.6 

22.6 

*  figures  not  available 
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PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OYER  INFECTIOUS 

'and  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year. 

TABLE  IV. 


Jan/ 

Mar 

Apr/ 

Jun 

Jul/ 

Sep 

Oct/ 

Deo 

Total 

Deaths 

No.  of  cases 
admitted  to 
hospital. 

Scarlet  fever 

13 

21 

5 

13 

52 

— 

48 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

31 

5 

- 

62 

— 

- 

Lleasles 

7 

2 

59 

32 

100 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

- 

4 

8 

4 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

48 

56 

•n  | 

° 

49 

223 

4 

49 

Certain  of  the  above  figures  call  for  comment. 


Scarlet  3? ever. 

The  number  of  oases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  during  the 
year  showed  an  increase  on  those  for  last  year.  Cases,  on  -the.. 
whole,  however,  are  mild  in  character. 

v7ho oping  Cough. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  was  started  early 
in  1952,  and  we  may  look  forward  to  a  decline  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  this  disease  during  the  next  few  years. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year.  190 
children  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  336  children  over 
the  age  of  five  years,  received  a  full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  against  the  disease.  In  addition  206  children 
received  a  reinforcing  injection. 

While  this  state  of  affairs  is  a  source  of  great 
satisfaction,  we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  be 00 me  complacent 
about  it.  It  will  only  be  maintained  if,  and  so  long  as,  the 
general  public  remains  ''immunisation  conscious'1 .  A  decline  in 
the  immunisation  rate  would,  within  a  few  years,  show  itself  in 
a  speedy  return  of  this  dreadful  disease,  and  we  must  strive  with 
all  our  power  to  impress  upon  parents  the  absolute  need  to  have 
this  simple  proceedure  carried  out. 


5 


I  UBERCULQ  SIS. 

The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  oontained 
in  the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons. 

TABU  V 


Number  of  Gases  in 
Register: 

Respiratory 

M  if 

Non— Respiratory 
M  F 

Total 
in  Reg. 

At  the  commencement  of 

1952 

26 

19 

8 

17 

72 

Notified  for  the  first 

time  during  1952 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Removed  during  1952 

8 

4 

2 

1 

15 

At  the  end  of  1952 

23 

16 

7 

17 

63 

The  reasons  for  removal  of  cases  from  the  Register  are 
given  in  the  following  Table. 


TABLE  VI 


Entries  relating  to:- 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Non-Re  spiratory 

M  F 

Total 

Persons  who  have  died 

1 

2 

1 

mm 

4 

Persons  who  have  left 
the  distriot 

1 

mm 

1 

Persons  —  recovered 

4 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Revision  of  diagnosis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

-  -  -  .... 

8 

4 

p 

1 

15 

In  the  following  Table  new  cases  and  mortality  are 
classified  according  to  age,  sex  and  site  of  the  disease. 

TABLE  Til 


l 

m  vxsbst  ~ 

RBATE^  ' 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Re sp. 

Re spiratory 

Non— Resp. 

M. 

F . 

M. 

JJ  • 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

Under  5 

... 

Under  15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  25 

3 

i 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Under  35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Under  45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

Under  55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  65 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

' Totals 

3 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

1‘ 

— 
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PART  THREE 

MATERNITY  AND  GHILD  WELFARE . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held 
throughout  the  year  as  follows. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


Chapel  Street,  Knottingley.  Monday  at  1,30  p.m. 

Average  attendance  31  children. 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Pishergate,  ferrybridge.  Wednesday  at 
1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  47  children. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


Chapel  Street,  Knottingley.  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  and  2nd 
and  4th  Tuesday,  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  11  mothers. 

Wesleyan  Chapel,  Pishergate,  ferrybridge.  1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday,  at  1.30  p.m.  Average  attendance  11  mothers. 


The  following  proprietary  preparations  were  available 
at  cost  price  (free  in  necessitous  cases),  to  all  women 
attending  the  clinics. 


Ostermilk  (Nos.  1  and  2) 

Truf ood 

Cow  &  Grate 

Oval tine 

G-lucose  ' D ' 

Horlicks 
Roboleine 
Hal to line 


Virol 

Parex 

Scotts  Baby  Cereal 
Robinson's  Groats 
Colact 

Bovril  Weaning  Pood 
Lactagol 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge 

I.C.D.  Tablets 
ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets 
A  &  D  Liquid 
Vitamin  1 G 1 

During  the  year  52  women  were  sent  to  Walton  Hall 
Maternity  Home,  Wakefield;  4  to  Manygates  Maternity  Hospital, 
Wakefield;  15  to  Leeds  Maternity  Hospital;  1  to  Pairfield 
Maternity  Home,  Doncaster;  and  1  to  St.  James's  Hospital,  Leeds. 

for  domiciliary  confinements  there  were  three  midwives 
in  operation,  all  of  whom  possess  cars. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  welcomed  by  the  mothers, 
together  with  the  analgesic  drug  pethidine. 

Th d  following  analysis  of  births  occurring  during 
1952,  adjusted  by  transferred  notifications,  indicates  how  the 
various  maternity  services  and  institutions  were  used. 
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No,  of  births  occurring  in  the  district  during  1952. 


Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

Total. 

1. 

Domiciliary. 

167 - 

3  - 

110 

2. 

Outward  Transfers. 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Inwar 1  Transf  er s . 

66 

7 

73 

Total  Ho.  of  Births 

173 

10  ' 

183 

Inward  Transfers. 

Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Wakefield  52 

Many gates  Maternity  Hospital,  Wakefield  4 

Leeds  Maternity  Hospital  15 

Fairfield  Maternity  Home,  Doncaster  1 

St.  James’s  Hospital,  Leeds  1 

73 


Care  of  the  Premature  Infant. 


4  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year. 

In  each  case  a  special  investigation  was  made  and  help  given  as 
required.  In  hospital  cases  there  was  close  liaison  between 
hospitals  and  Authorities. 

A  special  cot  and  other  equipment  is  held  in  the 
ambulance  depot  at  Gastleford  and  is  instantly  available  on  call 
by  a  general  practitioner  or  midwife.  The  equipment  is  carried 
to  the  patient's  house  by  ambulance.  In  addition  the  services 
of  a  specially- trained  midwife  are  available. 

PARI  POUR. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
the  Knottingley  schools  during  the  year. 

A  clinic  session  for  consultation  with  the  School 
Medical  Officer  was  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  School,  Knottingley 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  at  10  a.m.  The  average 
attendance  for  this  session  was  14. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  in  the  charge  of  the  School 
burse,  were  held  at  the  Chapel  Street  School,  Knottingley,  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  at  10  a.m. ,  the  average  attendance  per  day 
being  9;  and  at  the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Fijdi  ergate,  Ferrybridge, 
on  Wednesday  at  10  a.m.,  the  average  attendance  per  day  being  7. 

Specialist  consultations  are  held  in  Pontefract  for 
Orthopaedic  Cases  (held  monthly),  ear,  nose  and  throat  cases 
(held  fortnightly),  and  ophthalmic  cases  (held  weekly). 

The  demand  for  all  these  clinics  is  great,  and  in 
spite  of  every  effort  the  waiting  list  grows  steadily  larger. 

PART  FIVE 

HOME  NURSING. 


The  demand  for  the  Home  Nursing  Service  has  been 
maintained  during  the  year.  In  the  divisional  area  20,521 
visits  have  been  .made  to  patients. 
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PART  SIX. 

CAKE.  AND  AFTE2  CARE 

Much  good  work  has  keen  done  under  this  heading  during 
the  year.  A  Health  Visitor  for  Pontefract  has  visited  the 
Pontefract  General  Infirmary  daily,  and  hy  maintaining  close 
co-operation  with  her  colleagues  in  Lnottingley ,  she  has  "been 
able  ,on  the  one  hand  to  furnish  background  histories  of  patients 
where  such  information  was  of  importance,  and  on  the  other  hand 
she  has  given  early  information  of  the  discharge  of  patients 
from  hospital  whom  the  personal  health  services  might  assist. 

Home  Helps. 

She  demand  for  this  service  has  steadily  increased  and 
even  with  the  increased  establishment  of  Home  Helps  now  permitted, 
it  is  proving  difficult  to  cope  with  the  demand. 


PART  SEVEN. 

MENIAL  HEALTH. 

Mental  Health  is  a  responsibility  of  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  County  Council.  77ork  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  'Treatment 
Acts,  1890  and  1930,  has  been  undertaken  by  a  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  living  in  Pontefract.  He  is  Mr.  Pl.S.H.  Battye,  cf  27 
Grove  Lea  Crescent,  Pontefr  act.  Iiis  telephone  number  is 
Pontefract  813*  He  have  one  Mental  Deficiency  Social  Worker, 
Miss  E.T.  Simons,  for  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 


PART  EIGHT. 

AMBULANCE  SERVI CES . 

The  Anbulance  Service  in  the  district  is  now  operated  by 
the  County  Council,  and  its  administration  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Ambulanpe  Officer. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  once  again  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report. 
This  is  my  sixth  annual  report  with  your  authority. 

Unfortunately  the  Council  have  seen  fit  during  the  year  to 
make  me  responsible  for  the  ’Points  Scheme’  in  relation  to  Council 
House  applications.  As  this  was  in  its  infancy  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  a  lot  of  work  has  been  entailed  ih  obtaining  the  desired 
standard  in  order  that  the  scheme  could  function  properly  and  therefore 
some  aspects  of  the  Public  Health  work  has  had  to  suffer.  This  in  my 
opinion  is  a  retrograde  step  as  the  many  and  varied  duties  of  a  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  a  district  like  this  should  account  for  the  whole  of  my 
working  time.  However,  it  may  be  possible  to  spend  more  time  on 
Public  Health  work  once  the  ’Points  Scheme’  is  working  smoothly  and 
I  have  already  felt  the  benefit  of  having  a  shorthand/ typist/clerk 
engaged  fully  in  this  department  the  whole  year. 

I  think  1952  can  be  looked  back  upon  as  a  year  of  improvement. 
Housing  conditions  are  gradually  being  improved  for  the  whole  of  the 
community  and  in  many  cases  unfit  housds  have  been  properly  dealt 
with  by  the  Council. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  Members  and 
Officials  who  have  endeavoured  to  make  my  task  an  easy  one  and  who 
have  been  always  ready  to  help  in  any  way  possible. 

The  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  various 
headings  are  as  follows 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

1 .  General  Sanitation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances 

The  occurrence  of  nuisances  during  the  yearhas  been  fairly 
constant  with  previous  years.  As  is  usual  the  nuisances  have  been 
dealt  with  as  quickly  as  possible  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only 
eight  nuisances  were  outstanding  after  the  service  of  103  Informal 
Notices  and  2  Statutory  Notices. 

Complaints  which  have  necessitated  informal  or  formal  action 
are  classified  as  follows  and  although  these  are  shown  as  individual 
items  the  action  taken  in  the  majority  of  cases  incorporated  a  few 
items  which  occurred  on  the  same  premises 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  .  .........  3 


Choked  drains . 114- 

Defective  drains  .  3 

Defective  covers  to  inspection  chambers  .  2 

Defecitve  ashpits  . 

Defective  dustbins  .  6 

Defective  sinks  .  3 

Defective  waterclosets  .  11 

Defective  ovens  and  flues  .  5 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  .  102 

Defective  roofs  .  23 

Defective  sash  cords  . . 30 

Defective  eaves  gutters  and  fall  pipes  .  33 

Water  in  cellars  . 

Defective  steps  .  .  . 

Defective  floors  .  25 

Defective  doors  .....  .  12 

Defective  cooking  ranges  .  6 

Damp  walls  .  53 

Defective  windowd  .  37 

Accumulations  and  other  nuisances  .  8 
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Total 


376 


2.  Water  supplies 


There  are  now  2,989  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  which 
are  on  the  public  supply,  leaving  only  ten  houses  in  the  district 
which  have  to  obtain  water  from  other  sources.  Unfortunately  in 
the  majority  of  cases  private  houses  are  only  supplied  with  a  cold 
water  supply  and  I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  the  position  will  be 
reversed  and  the  majority  of  private  houses  will  have  both  a  cold 
and  hot  supply. 

The  public  supply  which  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  Pontefract, 
both  from  a  direct  pumping  main  suppling  the  Womersley  Road  area  and 
Ferrybridge  and  a  gravitation  feed  from  the  Council's  water  tower 
which  supplies  practically  the  rest  of  the  district,  has  been  both 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  qualtity.  Samples  obtained  and 
analysed  have  been  very  good. 

There  has  been  no  extension  to  the  supply  apart  from  new  housing 
estates  which  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 


3.  Rodent  Control 

Approximately  the  same  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  on 
Rodent  Control  this  year  as  in  the  previous  year.  We  are  keeping 
on  top  of  this  work  in  so  far  as  complaints  are  concerned  but  we  are 
not  able  to  carry  out  inspections  and  investigations  throughout  the 
district  as  thoroughly  as  I  would  like  to  see  it  done. 

The  following  table  represents  the  number  of  infestations 
which  have  had  to  be  dealt  with,  showing  the  number  of  treatments 
necessary  to  erase  the  inf estation: - 


Degree  of 
Infestation 

Infestations 

Cleared 

No.  of  these  infest¬ 
ations  cleared  after 

1 ,  2,  3  or  4  treatments 

Total  No. 
of  treat- 
ments 
given. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

RESERVOIR  (Rat 

population 

NIL. 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

over  200) 

MAJOR  (20-200) 

6 

4 

1 

1 

NIL 

9 

MINOR  (under  20) 

37 

16 

12 

8 

1 

68 

TOTALS 

43 

20 

13 

9 

1 

77 

Sewer  treatments  and  tests  have  also  been  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 


A  10%  test  covering  13  manholes  was  carried  out  in  October 
and  two  treatments  covering  20  and  40  manholes  respectively,  were 
carried  out  in  June  and  December. 

The  Council’s  property  is  regularly  treated  and  is 
comparitively  free  from  infestation  though  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  eliminate  the  rats  altogether  on  such  places  as 
controlled  tips  and  sewage  disposal  works  where  adequate  food  supply 
and  living  accommodation  is  readily  available.  In  such  places 
frequent  treatments  are  carried  out  in  order  to  keep  the  rat 
population  at  a  minimum. 
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The  following  table  shows  work  carried  out  in  sewer  treat¬ 
ments  this  year. 


No.  of 

Particulars 

of  Test 

Particulars 

of  Treatments 

manholes 

Month 

Tested 

Showing 

Month 

Pre- 

Complete 

Part 

Poison 

on 

takes 

baited 

takes 

takes 

baited 

system 

193 

Oct. 

13 

NIL 

June 

20 

3 

4 

7 

. . . . 

Dec. 

40 

6 

1 

7 

Classification:  Small  and  limited. 


I  reported  in  my  last  annual  report  that  a  survey  had  been 
made  of  the  sewer  system  showing  each  manhole  throughout  the  district. 

I  am  proud  to  report  that  this  survey  was  welcomed  by  the  Ministry  and 
a  copy  of  the  plan  is  now  being  used  by  the  Ministry’s  Lecturers  in 
order  to  demonstrate  effectively  sewer  control  treatments. 

4.  Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 

Only  a  very  few  factory  inspections  have  been  made  during 
the  year  totaling  55  inspections  in  all.  In  three  cases  unsuitable  or 
defective  sanitary  accommodation  was  found  but  these  were  remidiedby 
informal  action. 

There  are  now  37  factories  on  the  register  in  which  Sec.  7 
of  the  Factory  Act,  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  and  7  factories 
on  the  register  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority.  In  the  first  case  these  are  all  the  factories  in 
which  mechanical  power  is  used. 

Only  5  inspections  were  made  to  shops  during  the  year  and  in 
each  case  conditions  were  satisfactory.  I  would  however,  like  to  be 
in  a  position  to  make  more  shop  inspections  as  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
many  shops  in  the  district  lack  necessary  amenities. 

5.  Disinfestation 

The  position  in  the  district  with  regard  to  infestations  is 
practically  the  same  as  it  was  a  year  ago.  Many  people  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  Council’s  decision  to  treat  all  premises  free  of 
charge  and  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent,  especially  on  Council 
house  property,  treating  infestations  of  ants. 

6.  Privy  Accommodation 

No  privy  conversion  has  taken  place  during  the  year  though 
I  think  the  Council  can  be  well  satisfied  that  all  possible  privies  have 
now  been  converted.  Without  further  extensions  to  the  sewer  and  water 
mains  I  cannot  see  that  we  shall  be  faced  with  the  conversion  problem 
for  some  time  to  come.  There  are  however,  a  large  number  of  trough 
closets  in  the  district  and  as  the  Council  are  aware  they  are  a  most  in¬ 
sanitary  type  of  closet  and  I  would  be  very  pleased  to  see  some  attempt 
made  to  eradicate  them  entirely.  Some  will  be  dealt  with  as  the 
property  they  serve  is  demolished  but  unless  the  Council  decide  to 
take  action  in  this  matter  others  will  go  on  being  used  for  some  time 
yet. 

7.  Public  Cleansing 

(a)  Collection  of  Refuse 

During  the  year  a  new  5  ton  Austin  Refuse  Waggon  of  10  cub 
yard  capacity  replaced  the  old  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Waggon  which  was 
in  use.  This  progressive  step  by  the  Councilhas  certainly  eased  the 
burden  in  refuse  collection  and  will  ensure  that  we  now  have  the 
necessary  equipment  for  a  few  years  to  come. 
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This  work  has  progressed  very  satisfactorily  indeed  as 
we  have  two  very  good  gangs  of  men  and  an  efficient  spare  time 
driver. 

Approximately  16  tons  of  refuse  is  dealt  with  daily  and 
as  the  Members  of  the  Council  will  appreciate  a  large  amount  of  this 
consists  of  materials  other  than  ash  which  in  my  opinion  could  he 
far  better  dealt  with  by  incineration.  It  would  be  as  well  for 
the  Council  to  bear  this  in  mind  and  at  some  future  date  consider 
erecting  a  small  incinerator  which  would  satisfactorily  deal  with 
such  refuse. 

The  approximate  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
for  the  full  year  was  £3,200. 


(b)  Disposal  of  Refuse 

This  is  still  done  by  controlled  tipping,  or  rather  it 
would  be  more  correct  to  say  semi  controlled  tipping  as  it  is 
impossible  in  the  absence  of  mechanical  aids  for  one  tip  man  to 
fully  control  the  amount  and  type  of  material  which  we  receive  on 
the  Council’s  tip. 

As  I  have  stated  in  the  previous  paragraphs  a  great  help 
would  be  the  provision  of  an  incinerator  which  would  not  only  burn 
all  combustable  material  but  would  lessen  or  eliminate  altogether 
many  of  the  nuisances  now  met  with  on  our  tip. 

A  certain  amount  of  salvagable  material  has  been  segregated 
from  the  refuse  during  the  year  but  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
labour  force  this  has  not  amounted  to  any  great  figure,  on  the 
presumption  however,  that  every  little  helps,  this  work  is  being 
carried  on  whenever  possible. 

A  satisfactory  run  has  been  completed  near  the  road  wall 
and  provision  is  now  being  made  for  covering  this  with  soil* 

(c)  Collection  of  Cesspools 

It  is  difficult  to  state  exactly  how  many  cesspools  there 
are  in  the  district  as  from  time  to  time  we  keep  discovering  old 
cesspools  which  we  have  never  known  the  existence  of  before  and  which, 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  have  never  been  emptied  before.  A  strange 
thing  is  that  once  discovered  such  cesspools  usually  demand  frequent 
emptying. 


The  condition  of  the  old  Karrier  Bantam  cesspool  emptier 
as  deteriorated  rapidly  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  Council  have  seen  it  in  their  way  to  place  an  order  for  a  new  5 
ton  Austin  vehicle  equipped  with  an  Eagle  cesspool  Gully  Emptier. 

Once  this  new  vehicle  is  delivered  not  only  shall  we  be  able  to  keep 
on  top  of  the  cesspool  work  but  we  shall  also  be  able  to  clean  out 
the  road  gullies  in  the  district  which  are  badly  in  need  of  attention. 

HOUSING 

1 .  General  Remarks. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  slight  increase,  in  the 
number  of  houses  which  have  been  built  in  the  district,  over  the 
figures  for  the  previous  year.  The  completed  houses  were  made  up  as 
follows : - 

By  the  Council . 95 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  8 


Total 


103 


The  houses  now  "built  by  the  Council  are  let  under  a 
’Points  Scheme’  but  despite  this  the  number  of  applications  is 
still  as  great  as  ever  though  the  worst  cases  will  be  dealt  with 
in  strict  rotation. 

The  formation  of  the  ’Points  Scheme’  was  a  fairly  difficult 
procedure  but  gradually  most  of  the  snags  were  overcome  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  things  were  moving  quite  smoothly. 

Also  during  the  year  a  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  the 
inspection  of  private  houses  and  the  consequent  procedure. 

Materials  and  labour  appear  to  be  in  better  supply  than  in 
previous  years  and  I  find  that  repairs  demanded  are  being  done  quicker 
than  before.  I  still  find  owners  reluctant  to  go  to  a  great  deal 
of  expense  in  repairing  their  property  and  I  think  this  is  due  to  the 
very  low  rentals  at  which  the  majority  of  houses  in  Knottingley  are 
let.  Not  many  owners  have  taken  advantage  of  the  1 9U9  Housing  Act 
with  regard  to  the  improvement  of  their  property,  it  being  argued 
that  it  is  not  worth  their  while  unless  it  should  be  incorporated  in 
some  way  with  a  new  and  improved  Rent  Restriction  Act. 

2.  Renairs  and  Maintenance 

During  the  year  a  total  of  63  houses  were  inspected  for 
housing  defects  which  involved  148  separate  inspections,  of  these 
15  were  considered  to  be  in  such  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  48  cases 
the  houses  concerned  have  now  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habation 
by  work  affected  by  the  owners  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  service  of  a  Statutory  Notice  in  one  case. 

During  the  year  one  house  was  demolished  as  a  result  of 
this  Council  making  Demolition  Orders  and  a  further  five  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  together  with  seven  Closing  Orders. 

3.  Overcrowding 

The  state  of  overcrowding  in  the  districthas  lessened 
slightly  since  last  year  though  the  tendency  at  present  is  for  the 
new  cases  of  reported  overcrowding  to  outweigh  the  number  of  over¬ 
crowding  cases  relieved  by  the  Council.  This  problem  of  overcrowding 
is  a  very  difficult  one  to  completely  overcome  especially  as  the 
Council  are  reluctant  to  make  people,  already  tenants  of  Council 
Houses,  move  into  other  Council  Houses  of  a  bedroom  accommodation 
which  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  their  needs. 


4.  Verminous  Conditions 


I  do  not  think  the  instance  of  verminous  conditions  as 
altered  a  great  deal  since  last  year.  With  free  treatment  to  all 
premises  we  are  managing  to  deal  effectively  with  all  cases  which 
come  to  our  notice  by  inspection  or  report.  Pull  satisfaction 
however  will  never  be  properly  encountered  until  such  time  as  full 
housing  inspections  can  be  made  throughout  the  district,  all  too 
often  do  Council  House  tenants  forget  or  ignore  the ’Conditions  of 
Tenancy’  printed  on  the  back  of  their  rent  books  and  resentmenthas 
often  been  felt  and  shown  when  inspections  of  Council  Houses  are 
made . 


POOD  INSPECTION 


1 .  Milk 

Since  my  last  annual  report  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  district  but  only  in  the  number 
of  retailers  dealing  in  "Sterilised'*  milk.  The  number  of  retailers 
dealing  in '’Tuberculin  Tested"  milk  and"Pasteur ised"  milk  is  still 
the  same . 


2.  Ice-Cream 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  premises 
registered  under  Sec.  14  of  the  Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the  sale 
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of  ice-cream  and  we  now  have  14  premises  registered  with  this 
Authority. 

A  total  of  21  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  and 
in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  any  action. 

There  is  still  only  one  producer  of  ice-cream  in  the 
district  and  his  premises  are  frequently  inspected.  I  have  always 
found  him  to  he  amenable  to  any  suggestions  and  alterations  that  I 
suggest  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  ice-cream  he  produces  is 
manufactured  under  hygienic  conditions. 

3.  Meat  Inspection 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  inspection  of  meat  within 
this  district  remains  the  same.  The  slaughtering  is  still  done  at 
the  Ministry  of  Food’s  slaughter  house  in  the  Borough  of  Pontefract, 
and  distributed  to  this  district  through  the  depot  in  Chapel  Street, 
though  we  still  have  12  private  slaughter  houses  registered  and 
licensed  in  this  district* 

The  only  licensed  horse  slaughter  house  in  the  district  is 
now  practically  ineffective  in  the  fact  that  during  the  year  only  one 
horse  was  slaughtered  there.  Since  my  coming  to  Knottingley  I  have 
reported  each  year  a  stealy  decline  in  this  trade. 

4.  Other  Foods 

These  commodities  are  also  subject  to  inspection  and 
investigation  and  chiefly  concern  the  products  retailed  from  Grocers, 
Fish  and  Fruit  dealers  etc. 

During  the  year  approximately  397  lbs.  of  such  food  was 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

5*  Food  Premises 

Shops,  bakehouses  and  all  food  producers  and  retailers 
premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  involving  a  total  of  195 
visits.  On  the  whole  conditions  in  the  district  are  satisfactory 
and  it  as  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any  Statutory  Notices  upon  the 
shop  keepers. 

The  only  grumble  which  I  have  had  from  time  from  time  in 
such  premises  has  been  the  mis-use  of  the  washing  accommodation  and 
the  lack  of  re frigeration  in  premises  where  perishable  goods  are  sold. 


CANAL  BOATS 

A  further  eight  canal  boats  have  been  registered  during 
the  year  now  making  a  total  of  68  in  all.  Eleven  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year  and  in  each  case  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Statement  of  Particulars  furnished 

pursuant  to  Article  18  of  the  Sanitary 

Off icers~~(Qutside  London)  Regulations! 

1215. 

Number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the  writer  during  1 95 2 :  — 

Nature  Number 

Public  Health  Act,  1956. 

Regulated  Premises  Inspections: 

Moveable  dwellings  and  sites .  1 


Offensive  trades  .  4 

Statutory  Nuisance  Inspections: 

Initial  Inspections . 2°3 

Other  Inspections . 1 83 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Cont . ) 

Atmospheric  Pollution; 

Industrial  smoke  observations  .  1 

Visits  to  boiler  plants  .  0 

Verminous  Infestation  Inspections: 

Dwellinghouses  -  Council  .  7 

Private  .  2 

Other  premises  or  articles  .  0 

Infectious  disease,  etc.  Enquiries  .  86 

General  Sanitation  and  Drainage  Inspections: 

Nuisances  -  not  statutory  ........ 

Initial  inspections  .  122 

Other  inspections  .  165 

Other  Sanitary  Defects: 

Initial  inspections  .  17 

Other  inspections  .  32 

Factories  Act, 1957. 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Conditions: 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  45 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ,  •  .  10 

Inspections  for  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire.  0 

Shoos  Act,  1 954. 

Total  shops  visited  .  80 

Inspections  made .  136 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

Housing  Conditions: 

Inspections  for  housing  defects  .  148 

Houses  inspected . 63 

Inspections  for  compliance  with  notices.  .  .  89 

Overcrowding: 

Case  investigations  •••..••••  60 

Council  Housing: 

Visits  to  tenants  of  Council  Houses  to 

ascertain  home  conditions.  ••••••  8 

Miscellaneous  enquiries  .  .  * .  67 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958. 

Meat  Inspection: 

Visits  to  depot  and  slaughterhouses  ....  25 

Visits  to  shops  etc.  for  meat  inspection  .  .  20 

Milk  Supplies: 

Investigation  of  production  methods  ....  0 

Investigation  of  distribution  methods  ...  16 

Ice-Cream: 

Investigations  regarding  manufacture.  ...  15- 

Investigations  regarding  retailing  ....  6 

Other  Foods: 

Visits  to  shops  etc.  for  food  inspection  •  •  195 

Food  premises  Inspections: 

Cowsheds  .  5 

Dairies  .  2 

Rooms  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  Sec.  13  •  •  •  59 

Knackers  Yard  Inspections  .  4 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Inspections  of  premises .  86 

Inspections  during  treatments . •  32 
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Miscellaneous  Inspections^ 


Schools . 2 

Refuse  tips . 59 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  .........  13 


Number  of  Notices  Served  and  the  Result  of  Service 


Act  and  Section 

concerned. 

No. 

of 

informal  notices 

No. 

of 

Statu tor 

•y  notice 

Outstanding 
from  1951 

• 

CNJ 

LT\ 

CT\ 

v- 

£ 

•H 

Tj 

<D 

> 

£ 

(U 

CO 

Total  of  A  and  B 

Complied  with 

Not 

complied 

with 

Outstanding 

from  1  951 

CM 

IT\ 

CT> 

r- 

£ 

•H 

'a 

<L> 

> 

£ 

0) 

CO 

Total  of  G  and  H 

Complied  with 

Work  done  by 

L.A.  in  default 

£ 

(!) 

Statutory  Not¬ 

ices^  |j2gved  in 

-p 

cd 

CM 
hQ  LPv 

£  Q'' 

•H  v 

rCJ 

£  £) 
cd  O 
•p 

C Q  ■£ 

■P  £ 

£  0 

O 

Outstanding  al 

—  -o  -1  r-i  tr  0 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

Public  Health  Act, 

1936 

16 

103 

1 1  9 

95 

2 

8 

1 

2 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Housing  Act,  1936 

38 

48 

86 

47 

1 

38 

2 

6 

8 

7 

- 

1 

Factories  Act,  1937 

— 

3 

3 

3 

Department 

The  staff  now  comprises  of  myself  and  a  full  time  shorthand/ 
typist/ clerk. 


I  am,  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

K.  WHITELEY,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.San.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


August,  1955 


r 


